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Meet the Advisory Board
• Represents a variety of institutions, including major research
universities, regional universities, medical libraries, and a law school
• Comprised of 17 individuals from various backgrounds, including
Deans/Directors, Scholarly Communication Librarians, Institutional
Repository Managers, and Library Faculty
• Executive Committee positions include a Chair (Todd Bruns), Co-Chair
(Dan Kipnis), and Secretary (Lee Dotson). Established OA Advocacy,
Product Advisory Team, and Community Outreach committees

Exec Committee: Todd Bruns (chair), Dan Kipnis (co-chair), and Lee Dotson (Communications/Secretary)
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Community Outreach: Sheila Yeh (chair), Amy Badertscher, Stephanie Davis-Kahl, and Isaac Gilman

OA Advocacy: Paul Royster (chair), April Gilbert, Heather James, Deborah Ludwig, and Michael Organ

Product Advisory Team: Roger Weaver (chair), Sheila Cheung, Marci Hoffman, Anne Linton, and Janet
Zimmerman

bepress/Advisory Board
Initiatives

Board Statement of Values

OA Advocacy Committee

The mission of the bepress Advisory Board is to advocate for the interests of clients,
depositors, administrators and end-users of the bepress platforms. The board strives
to represent the values of the bepress user community and to provide an opportunity
for platform users to come together as a resource of expertise and advice for bepress
and a channel for communication between all parties. The Board will encourage best
practices and advocate for features that enhance users’ experience with bepress
platforms while also aligning with open access priorities and increased dissemination
of content. The Board will work collaboratively with bepress to achieve these goals.
The bepress Advisory Board is committed to the promotion of Open Access, which is
herein defined as free and unrestricted access to content. The Board supports the
widest possible extent and degree of sharing and espouses all forms of open access.
The board holds true the contention that institutional repositories are vital in
supporting open access initiatives, with their primary function the open
dissemination of works: scholarly, scientific, creative, cultural, historical, educational
and institutional. Institutions must be free to maintain control of content and ensure
it is as open and as widely distributed as possible. The Board recognizes the value of
bepress as a digital service company, closely tied to its customer service ethic and
corresponding reputation.

Advisory Board

Sustainable Pricing Project
3 year limit on price increases
Option for multi-year contracts
Large FTE institutions get a slightly lower price
increase break
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Underserved Populations Project

Promote OA around the world
Reduce cost of Digital Commons to institutions in
countries with lower GDP

Coming Up Next…
• Community Survey (Community Outreach Committee)
• Product Innovation Survey (Product Advisory Team)
• Guiding Principles document (OA Advocacy)
• Board infrastructure (Exec)
• Open Access Summit with Elsevier (Advisory Board)

Thank You – And now let’s hear from you
Todd Bruns

Scholarly Communication/Institutional Repository Librarian
Eastern Illinois University

tabruns@eiu.edu
217-581-8381
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